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A Neighbourhood Development Plan provides a legal framework against which planning 
applications will be considered for any developments alongside  the Rutland CC Local Planning 
Policies and National Planning Framework. A Neighbourhood Plan requires to be evidence based, 
independently assessed and the final version approved by residents in a referendum. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan for Barrowden and Wakerley has developed well during the last 12 
months. The Questionnaire issued to residents in March 2016 had a 70% response rate with a high 
degree of common agreement across a wide range of topics. The results were analysed in detail 
with all the individual comments being taken into account.  
 
From the quantitative data from the Questionnaire and the qualitative information given at the first 
Consultation Event in October 2015, provided the basis of the first very rough draft of the Plan. This 
covers the following topics :- 
  

• Conservation of the character of the Villages 
• Environment for housing, recreation and the village economy 
• Leisure Recreation and Community Facilities 
• Residential Development 
• Transport 
• Rural Economy 
• Utilities 
• Healthcare 

 
Two further pieces of work have resulted from this first draft of the Plan. The first is a review of the 
Draft Plan by an independent expert from Northamptonshire who has knowledge of rural planning 
issues. Essentially he will check that we are on course in general conformity with the Rutland CC 
Local Plan and the National Planning Framework. His report is expected in early March. The second 
piece of work is a further consultation with residents on three issues which have been identified 
from the Draft Plan. These are:- 
 

• Housing development to either be Allocated on specific village sites or as a result of Windfall 
applications 

• Extension of Conservation requirements in the heart of the village 
• Important Open Spaces and Local Green Spaces 

 
To assist this process a flyer is being produced for Barrowden and Wakerley describing these Issues 
and the Options with slightly different emphasis relating to the requirements of each of  the two 
villages. This will be delivered to every house in the Parish. Residents will be able to express their 
views through a return slip.  
 
In addition two Consultation Events will be held in the Village Hall on 17th and 18th March on the 
above three Issues where further clarification can be sought . At the same event the Village Hall 
Trustees will be outlining options for the future of the hall, the Welcome Pack for new residents will 
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be explained and the Church will be communicating the changes which are planned to take place 
with the fabric of that building. 
 
With the results from the Report of the Independent Expert, Consultation Events and the Flyer, the 
Plan will be further refined. It is also anticipated that it would be useful for a Villages Character 
assessment to be carried out to provide further evidence about the special nature of the two 
villages and the valley in which they are set. 
 
The current schedule is that, given a positive response from the Statutory Consultees and the 
External Inspector, the final version of the Plan should be issued to residents in early 2018 with a 
referendum to follow later in the year. 
 
The notes of the meetings of the Neighbourhood Plan Group are published on the Parish Council 
website along with supporting documentation. 
 


