
Barrowden and Wakerley 
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 17 

Monday 21 November 2016 7.30 pm 
at The Village Hall, Barrowden 

 

Present: Chris Barrett, Sara Barrett,  Gordon Brown, Alison Last (facilitator), Colin Dunigan 
Rut CC Neighbourhood Planner, Mike Griffiths, Trina Griffiths 
   
1. Apologies: Stephen Last, John Haddon, Richard Littlejohns, Emma Bettles, Diana 

MacDuff, David Allan, Chris Emmett. 
 

2.   Minutes of the previous meeting 18th September 2016: 
• circulated, read and approved by the Group as a true record of the meeting.  

  
3.    Matters arising from previous meeting not covered in the agenda: 

• Graham Ball had been approached regarding the application for funding but events 
had progressed and it wasn't necessary now - we may wish to have his help in the 
future. Tender document ready to go. 

• David Pennell's meeting on the 9th was well received with positive comments from 
those attending. After an overview of Burghley Estate, David spoke about 
development in the village and the plans for six large houses on the Welland Farm 
site.  Could we influence what size homes are built? General feeling no but Burghley 
might consider smaller homes on alternative sites and David Pennell indicated 
flexibility and working with the community. Due to other commitments by Burghley 
nothing planned in Barrowden for 18 months to 2 years.  We can be prepared and do 
some investigation beforehand.     

• Stakeholders letter - 11 to go out. 
• GB Willie Carr won't be joining us at meetings but willing to help with practical 

issues. 
 ITT progress 

• Five companies approached - decision to be made by mid-December.  Only two 
responses so far.  Drop Box available to all of them but only one has looked at it. SB 
spoken to Ann Skipper who is interested but she has a large workload.  Sara to 
discuss further with Richard Littlejohns.   

 
4.     Communications  

• Julia Unna from Lyddington contacted us as they are considering a NDP.  Stephen 
passed on contact details for Ron Simpson and Colin Dunigan.  Following feedback, 
RCC  are putting together a toolkit and comments indicate groups would like to 
network and share experiences and possibly expertise.  Suggestion that Diana 
MacDuff might liaise with CC for Lyddington. We are conscious of not creating more 
meetings.  CD suggested online contact. 

• Lucy Hawes has contacted Barrowden PC with regard to a feasibility study of the 
Welland Valley undertaken in March 2014 for a cycle route along the line of the 



former London Midland Scottish Railway from Market Harborough to Peterborough.  
We were not aware of its existence and it would be an excellent amenity if funding is 
provided and the project moves forward.  Members looked at the section relevant to 
Barrowden and Wakerley. Small section affected by new quarry road to A43. Mike 
Griffiths working with others to create stiles and access for our section which will 
also provide a circular walk. SUStrans initiated the study and various counties are 
involved and it will be an exciting project if completed, creating a cycle route into 
Peterborough. It will be incorporated into the draft NDP plan. Mike Griffiths will ask 
Barrowden PC will write to Lucy Hawes to support initiative.  
 

• Notes on the Meeting with James Faircliffe of RCC:  Gordon Brown, Emma Bettles, 
Colin Dunigan attended. The NDP group needed to ascertain the provision and need 
of affordable housing in Barrowden. Current position is 14 affordable homes 
available for rent, 10 bungalows and 4 houses. There are currently four families on 
RCC housing waiting list.  
James ran through the "Housing Needs Assessment for Neighbourhood Plans" and 
drew our attention to the following three points, by which we should be guided: 
1.  Many NDPs do not need to set a target for affordable housing provision - it is only 
needed when there is no adopted plan at local authority level. 
2.  Only if there is a high level of affordable need, would it be justified to support the 
provision of building on exception sites. 
3.  Some NDPs might prefer for the assessment to focus on more tenure and type of 
housing rather than quantity. 
RCC has plans to provide sufficient affordable homes to meet medium-term 
requirements across Rutland. 
 

5.   Review and Approve updated Project Timetable: 
Timetable circulated, using May 2018 and working back, time is short and we need to go to 
village with Issues and Options before the end of March.  RCC working towards a statutory 
consultation for the Local Plan at the end of next summer - delay should not affect our 
timetable as there shouldn't be any fundamental changes. Some plans always will be in 
review.  We need to monitor any RCC changes as we progress. 
 
6.  Draft Plan: 
Sound piece of work, good feedback and constructive comments from Colin and  Diana 
which will be considered. Housing section needs to be firmed up and clarified. Following 
discussions with James Faircliffe at RCC, there are two ways forward regarding housing 
development: 
A.   Allocate a specific number of houses to be built over the next 15 years, with a possible 
'call for sites' necessitating Strategic Environmental and Habitat Assessments with 
resulting costs and longer time scale, slowing completion of NDP.  
 



B.   Alternatively we can specify type of housing, size, purpose, tenure on windfall sites 
and hope it would be adequately controlled by the detail within the design and 
conversation requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
Indications from RCC indicate that there is unlikely to be any housing development 
specifically allocated to Barrowden. 
 
After discussion and opinions received from NP group members not at the meeting, it was 
agreed to follow option B.  Results from the NDP questionnaire provide evidence of 
villagers' preferences which have been used within the draft plan. Type and tenure to match 
what is in the questionnaire. Colin commented, provided we have evidence, density of 
housing could also be stipulated.   
 
Downsizing:  to go in Issues and Options - what do people want, are we clear?  Bring that 
into the arena - diiscussion followed re downsizing - how realisitic is it? Investigation is 
needed. What is required? Smaller homes, smaller gardens, safe environment.  Back to 
village with questions to find need.  
 
Anglian Water:  Response from Stewart Patience, Planning Liaison Manager for Anglian 
Water Services was extremely helpful and gave clear indications of what would be required 
for future development within the village on certain sites.  This will be incorporated into the 
draft plan. 
 
7.   Issues and Options - must be put together by end of January, Gordon indicated two 
more meetings required in December. Controversial issues need to go back to the 
community, 50/50 answers or where appropriate questions were not asked. Consultant will 
want to see evidence. Key issues within the topics to be looked at by members responsible 
for specific areas and submitted to Gordon by Friday 2nd December. Then small core group 
of Gordon, Chris, Trina, Jean (and David Allan, if available) will meet on the 6th December.   
Group will not have authority but gather topics to be looked at and incorporated into the 
plan, whole group will approve. Gordon anticipated half of the topics will be housing. 
 
8.   Finance Update:  Small expenses for refreshments for David Pennell's visit.   
 
9.   Any Other business:  Stakeholder letters will go out, signed by Stephen as secretary. 
 
10.  Date of next Group Meeting:  To be advised 
 
 


