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Barrowden and Wakerley Neighbourhood Plan – Consultation Statement

What is the Barrowden and Wakerley Neighbourhood Plan?
The Barrowden and Wakerley Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) has been prepared in
accordance with the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004, the Localism Act 2011, the Neighbourhood Planning (General)
Regulations 2012 and Directive 2001/42/EC on Strategic Environmental Assessment. Once
adopted the Plan establishes a vision for the future of the Parishes and sets out how that
vision will be realised through planning and controlling land use and development change.
The Plan is a new type of planning document prepared by the Barrowden and Wakerley
Neighbourhood Plan Group on behalf of Barrowden Parish Council & Wakerley Parish
Meeting and local residents. It is a legal planning policy document and once it has been put
in place by Rutland County Council (RCC) it must be used by:a. Development Management at RCC in assessing planning applications within the Parish of
Barrowden and at East Northamptonshire Council (ENDC) within the Parish of Wakerley: and
b. Developers and applicants as they prepare planning applications to submit to RCC or
ENDC
Planning applications within the Parish of Barrowden must also be decided in accordance
with adopted Rutland Local Plan and the emerging Rutland Local Plan
Planning applications within the Parish of Wakerley must be decided in accordance the
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and the emerging East Northamptonshire Local
Plan Part 2
The Plan must be in general conformity with the following:1. RCC Core Strategy July 2011
2. RCC Site Allocations and Development Policies October 2014
3. RCC Draft Local Plan July 2017
4. North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2013
5. Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Local Plan 2011 (and the ENDC Local Plan Part2)

6. National Planning Policy Framework
Because the Neighbourhood Plan carries this much influence in planning decisions the
Barrowden and Wakerley Plan will be examined by an independent examiner who will check
that it has been prepared in accordance with the Basic Conditions that are set out below:1. The Plan must have appropriate regard to national policies and advice obtained in
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
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2. The Plan must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development,
3. The Plan must be in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the
development plan for the area of the local planning authority
4. The Plan must meet the relevant EU obligations. Following a successful
examination, the Plan should proceed to a local referendum, which is organised by
RCC, where approval can be attained by a simple majority of votes (i.e. over 50% of
those voting).
The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by the Barrowden and Wakerley
Neighbourhood Plan Group which comprises of representatives from the Parish Council,
Parish Meeting and local residents across the Plan Area. It covers the Parishes of Barrowden
and Wakerley and is intended to run from 2016 to 2036.
What is the Consultation Statement?
This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the
Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. Section 15(2) of part 5 of the Regulations sets
out that a Consultation Statement should contain:1. details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed Plan,
2. explain how they were consulted,
3. summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted
4. describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant,
addressed in the proposed Plan.
Provided in this statement is an overview and description of the Pre-Submission
consultation that has been undertaken on the Barrowden and Wakerley Draft Plan that
covered the period from April 3rd 2018 to May 15th 2018. This is confirmation that the Plan
was consulted upon over the period outlined above.
Also set out below is a summary of consultation activities undertaken before the production
of the Pre-Submission Neighbourhood Plan. These led to the development of the policies
contained within the Plan which aim to control and promote sustainable development in the
villages over the next twenty years.
Methodology followed in the preparation of the Pre-Submission Version of the
Neighbourhood Plan up to a presentation to the Barrowden Parish Council and Wakerley
Parish Meeting
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•

Following confirmation from Rutland County Council and East Northants District Council
that Barrowden and Wakerley can produce a neighbourhood plan (Regulation 7 Notice
27/04/15) a Service Level Agreement was agreed with Rutland County Council.

•

The first step was to hold a consultation event for Barrowden and Wakerley residents
on the 30th September 2015 & 3rd October 2015. The events were publicised via the
Village email and also through a flyer to every household.

•

Nine topics were put forward on storyboards
o Land Use and Development
o Green Spaces
o Conservation and Character
o Recreation
o Health and Welfare
o Utilities
o Rural Economy
o Community Assets
o Roads and Transport

•
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Residents were asked to express their views using yellow Post-It notes. After the
sessions the resident's responses, captured on post it notes, were reviewed and the
themes from those that were appropriate to a Neighbourhood Plan were included in an
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Outcomes Document. Other issues relating to Community Aspirations were advised to
the Barrowden Parish Council for their consideration and further action as appropriate.
•

In March 2016 the second step was to compile a Questionnaire based upon the
outcomes document. The objective of the questionnaire was to gain the specific views of
and to elicit further information from the residents of Barrowden and Wakerley on their
key issues. This provided further information from the residents which put a focus on
potential solutions. This questionnaire was delivered along with a letter to every
household and also to local village organisations.

•

During the consultation period from the 27th February 2016 to the 7th March 2016, 170
completed questionnaires were returned which represented 70% of the households
within the two parishes. The results of the questionnaire were published on the
Barrowden Parish Council Website in addition to reports circulated by Village email and
in the Parish Magazine. The information gained from the questionnaire greatly assisted
the writing of the first draft of the Plan.

•

Consultation with Stakeholders in the Plan area was also taken into account. With
Burghley Estates, being the largest local landowner and owning about 10% of the houses
in the Plan area, a meeting was set up with the Estates Director in November 2016 when
he gave a full presentation to the residents in the Village Hall. In December 2016 letters
were sent to local farmers (4), employers (3), and village institutions (4). Subsequently
meetings were held with one farmer (Tyler) 27th January 2017, two village employers
(Pridmores and Exeter Arms), and people connected with The Shop, Village Hall and
Surgery between 3rd February 2017 and 24th February 2017.

•

The third consultation with the residents was via the Issues and Options questionnaire
on March 17th and 18th 2017. It was ascertained that a bespoke document for each
village should be produced in order to focus on their individual situations. The purpose
of this consultation was to give villagers more information on key issues and options
regarding housing development and whether they wished the Group to issue a Call for
Sites to be allocated for development, and to consider the extent of conservation area
designation as well as the designation of important open and local green spaces.

•

Communication with Rutland County Council has been maintained and further enhanced
when a dedicated Neighbourhood Planner joined our business meetings from June 2016.
The Barrowden Parish Council and Wakerley Parish Meeting have been consulted on a
regular basis with both written and verbal reports, which were published on the Parish
Council website.

Following pre-meetings, the final draft of the Pre-submission Plan was produced and the
document was endorsed by the Wakerley Parish Meeting on March 12th 2018 and
Barrowden Parish Council on March 14th 2018.
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Draft Plan Pre-submission consultation from 14/04/18 to 26/05/18
This section of the Consultation Statement outlines the approach taken by the
Neighbourhood Plan Group to consult on the Pre-Submission version of the Neighbourhood
Plan. Several methods were adopted to ensure that all relevant bodies, stakeholders and
local residents were informed of the consultation and given opportunities to provide their
views and comments.
Website.
During the consultation period the Pre-Submission Barrowden and Wakerley
Neighbourhood Plan was advertised and available for download with all the supporting
documents from the website. The link to the websites are shown below.
Pre-submission N/Plan https://bit.ly/2qdoCZf
and for key evidence documents https://bit.ly/2HZnmQA

or
https://www.barrowdenpc.org.uk/draft-neighbourhood-plan.html
Various methods on how to comment on the Draft Plan were also made available to
encourage as many responses as possible, including email, letter or by completing a preformatted form. Copies of all the relevant letters and list of those contacted can be found at
http://bandwneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/evidence/the-plan/psp-statutory-and-stakeholdercommunications/
Residents.
Hard copies of the Pre-submission Plan containing an informative letter and pre-formatted
comment reply form were hand delivered to every household in Barrowden & Wakerley on
April 14th. Boxes to receive replies were placed in the Surgery and The Shop in Barrowden.
Local Authorities, Neighbouring Parish Councils and Stakeholders
Hard copies of the Pre-submission Plan including an informative letter were also posted to
the above parties so that they would arrive no later than April 16th.
Contacting Interested Bodies and Individuals
An email was sent to all statutory bodies from a list as supplied by Rutland County Council
and East Northamptonshire Council. The email informed the statutory bodies and business
owners of the commencement of the consultation period. It also notified recipients of the
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Neighbourhood Plan's availability on the Barrowden Parish Council's Website and the
methods available of how to submit comments.
Consultation Event
As part of the Regulation 14 Pre-Submission consultation, an event was held at Barrowden
Village Hall on April 28th 10am - 1pm. As mentioned above the event was preceded with
each household receiving a copy of the Draft Plan and a letter promoting the event, which
was also advertised in the Village Email and the Parish Magazine. Display boards and
additional copies of the Plan were available together with post it notes for attendees to
make comments. Pre-formatted comment reply forms were also made available.
Responses
The responses and comments received on the Barrowden and Wakerley Neighbourhood
Plan during the Consultation were collated and placed into a spreadsheet matched against
the relevant page on the Pre-Submission Plan.
All of the written responses either by letter or email have been placed on the website at
http://bandwneighbourhoodplan.org.uk/evidence/the-plan/psp-responses/
The Neighbourhood Plan Group reviewed each comment individually and decided whether
they were material considerations, i.e. correcting a factual error in the Plan or whether the
Policy should be amended based on the comment. Those in green in the final column on the
spreadsheet led to amendments in the Plan.
None of the amendments included in the final version of the Plan from the comments made
during the Pre-Submission consultation were significant such that it would require a further
round of consultation.
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Summary of Key Stages

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
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Regulation 7 Notice April 2015 plus service level agreement
Resident consultation event held on 30th Sept and 3rd Oct 2015
Resident consultation using a questionnaire 27th Feb to 7th Mar 2016
Stakeholder consultation from November 2016 to March 2017
Resident consultation focusing on housing, conservation and important open
spaces March 2017
Consistent communication with Barrowden Parish council, Wakerley Parish
meeting maintained during the development of the Plan
Endorsement of the Pre-submission Plan by Barrowden Parish Council 14th
March 2018 and Wakerley Parish Meeting 12th March 2018
Paper and electronic copies sent out to all residents and interested parties in
time for the start of the Consultation Period 14th April to 26th May 2018.
Resident consultation event to receive queries and questions on the Presubmission document
Comments and detailed responses received 14th April to 26th May 2018 which
led to amendments and the completion of the Submission document in
November2018
Barrowden Parish Council, Rutland County Council, and East Northamptonshire
Council involvement and consultation prior to proceeding to the Examiner
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Appendix A – List of key Documents

Letter of Designation
Neighbourhood Plan Group - Terms of Reference
Agenda and Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Group Meetings
Reports to Barrowden Parish Council Meetings
Reports in the Barrowden Parish Magazine
Consultation October 2015
Questionnaire March 2016
Issues and Options March 2017
Correspondence with Stakeholders
Pre-submission Plan May 2018
List of Consultees – May 2018
Pre-submission Consultation responses
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